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The Portrayal of Jesus in the Gospels of Mark and John
Introduction
The term gospel denotes good news and is a word employed to refer to the documented account of Jesus in the NT (New Testament). The four primarily recognized gospels are the canonical books of Mathew, Mark, Luke, as well as John. The depiction of who Jesus is and why he is important are comparable in these four canonical books. It is thought that Mathew and Luke borrowed some passages from Mark, and that is why the three gospels are referred to as synoptic gospel. Synoptic, in this context, means having the same view. John is believed to be the only writer who knew Jesus personally, and his book has a different view from the other synoptic gospels. The book of John used a different style of writing and verbiage and was in fact rejected by the traditional Christians for some time. However, it is widely acknowledged presently and is the favorite gospel for the majority of the conservative Christians (Stanton, 2004). The current paper will compare and contrast the depiction of who Jesus is and why he is important in the gospel of Mark and John. In doing so, the paper will analyze the similarities and differences of particular emphases in each gospel, why they matter, as well as their implications on how Christian salvation is to be understood or how Christianity is to be lived.
Discussion
The authors of the gospels wrote from different perspectives. In the gospels of Mark and John, both authors depicted a clear and dramatic portrait of Jesus in their writing. For instance, the gospel of Mark was written by a Roman to the Romans, and it describes much more of the life, miracles, as well as parables of Jesus as a suffering servant. However, the gospel of John was written to convince people to accept as true that Jesus was the Messiah, and the true son of God. However, both authors present many of the significant events in the life of Jesus such as his trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. At the beginning of both gospels, both Mark and John make their depiction of Jesus known to us but rely on varying methods. Mark emphasized the role of Jesus as a servant, and this is evident as he uses quotes like "here is my messenger that I send on ahead of you" (Mark 1:2 New International Version). On the other hand, John focuses on the identity of Jesus as the true Son of God, who is also the savior of humanity. 
As earlier mentioned, the gospel of mark describes much more of the life, miracles, as well as parables of Jesus as a suffering servant. Mark portrayed Jesus as the perfect servant, and he used terms such as cherub, calf, and ox. In this gospel, Jesus speaks very little, and his works as a servant are recorded more than the other three canonical gospels since the Romans cared more for deeds rather than words. In chapters 9, 10, 34 and 35 Mark declares that "the greatest shall be the servant of all. This statement agrees with what Jesus himself said that "he is the servant who came to preach and gave his life to save many." Jesus must be a servant because, according to him, there is more glory in serving others than in being served by others. Anyone can give orders, but it takes a great person to execute them, and Jesus took upon himself human nature and made Himself a servant and died a shameful death to save humankind from sin. According to the gospel of Mark, Jesus willingly was forsaken by God so that Christians would never be God-forsaken. Therefore, the greatest work of God was Jesus being a servant. 
The other evidence that mark focused on the idea of Jesus being a servant is the fact that there is a lack of genealogy of Jesus throughout the gospel of Mark. Mark depicts Jesus as a suffering servant, and his gospel was aimed at encouraging Christians throughout Rome despite the persecution and suffering they were undergoing for their faith. Mark says that as Jesus suffered as a servant, they should also suffer as persecution was a price they must pay as Christians for following Jesus. Mark wrote his gospel at a time when Christians were being persecuted in Rome for believing in Jesus. Mark's depiction of Jesus as a perfect and suffering servant has implications on how the present Christians should understand Christian salvation or how they should live Christianity. For instance, the present Christians should understand that deciding to follow Jesus comes with various sacrifices and challenges. While the challenges might not be similar to those at the time of Rome, various sacrifices need to be made. For instance, they should have to deny themselves the pleasures of this world to live a righteous life according to God's teachings. Also, the Christians should be willing to help and serve other people and not expect to be served by them, just as Jesus did.  
The gospel of John was written for Christians by a Christian, and it is the only gospel that was authored by a follower of Jesus. As it is, the authors of the other gospels were followers of the apostles of Jesus, and it is possible that they never met with Jesus. Unlike Mark who emphasized the role of Jesus as a servant, John emphasizes the divine status of Jesus and this is evident in various ways. By large, the whole of the gospel of John is a portrait of Jesus as it is a personal account of his following closely with Jesus. As a result, the message is meant for all people with the main aim of bringing proof that Jesus was Christ and the true Son of God. Therefore, the first depiction of who Jesus is that is found in the gospel of John is the Christ who is truly the Son of God. John also depicts Jesus as the savior of humankind, and he uses various names such as "Christ," "Messiah," "The Lord," "Our Savior," and the "Son of God." 
As the whole of this gospel is a portrait of Jesus, John includes new truths and titles that are not contained in Mark and the other two gospels. Two significant titles that John uses to depict Jesus are "I am" and "the Word." Throughout the gospel, John reports Jesus having used the phrase "I am" to refer to himself. This phrase is similar to the manner in which God reveals himself as “I am” in the Jewish scripture. Therefore, the use of the phrase in the gospel of John is an indication that Jesus admits himself as God and desires for others to recognize him as so. Therefore, Jesus is depicted here as a divine God. Also, in the beginning, John lays the foundation of the gospel by referring to Jesus as "The word" when he says "in the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God" (John 1:1). Also, John refers to Jesus as "word" and as "God's word" in several instances throughout the gospel. According to the Jewish literature, God's ‘word" was used to mean God's creative power and it often appeared to exist separately from God (Stanton, 2004). By depicting Jesus as God's "word," John is, in essence, making important claims about the divinity of Jesus and he establishes the correct view regarding the divinity of Jesus.
The depiction of who Jesus is in the gospel of John has huge implications on how the present Christians should understand Christian salvation or how they should live Christianity. The depiction of Jesus in this gospel is fundamentally about His divinity. Therefore, present Christians should recognize Jesus as the Messiah the true Son of God, and the savior of humankind. They should also understand Jesus died on the cross because of their sins, and that whoever believes in him will be saved. In synopsis, the gospels of Mark and John are unique in depicting Jesus. While both the authors cover much of the same material, they see Jesus from varying perspectives because of their different backgrounds. 
Conclusion
The depiction of who Jesus is and why he is important are comparable in the four canonical books. It is thought that Mathew and Luke borrowed some passages from Mark. John is believed to be the only writer who knew Jesus personally, and his book has a different view from the other canonical gospels. The book of John used a different style of writing and verbiage. The gospel of Mark it describes much more of the life, miracles, as well as parables of Jesus as a suffering servant while the gospel of John was written to convince people to accept as true that Jesus was the Messiah, and the true son of God. However, both authors present many of the significant events in the life of Jesus such as his trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. Both gospels are unique in depicting Jesus. While the authors cover much of the same material, they see Jesus from varying perspectives because of their different backgrounds.  
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